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I'made a TV star cry. It was unintentional. Really.

ans may shed a few
tears, too, when his show,
“The Good Doctor, hits its
series finale this month.

Pasadena, California »
made a TV star cry
Not just any TV star, but
a martial artist with a list of
credits that includes a lot of
action roles. A guy who could,
with one hand tied behind his
back, take me out in about two
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Will Yun Lee portrays Dr. Alex Park in ABC's medical series “The Good Doctor.”

by a second stroke seven months
later. It took months to get a cor
ct diagnosis — Moyamoya, a
condition in which the
supply blood

lood
vessels that to the
brain become

Cash un¢
brain surger
cast of the ABC series. His med
ical condition formed the basis
for the February
Hard Heart,” in which a 3-year
old came into the hospita
suffering a stroke

And being on the set of “The
ood Doctor which, of course,
is meant to resemble a hospital

triggered Lec, At that time, “1
was in the hospital a lot with my
son.” he said, grabbing his heart
ind pausing to collect himself as
he started to cry. “Oh my God
he N
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“ We've been lucky enough to be able to
plan the ending we want to do.”

DAVID SHORE

think I can do this show.™ he said,
and 1 was going to call my agents
and say, ‘If they want to bring me
back, I don't think I'll be able to
finish the show.™
He did, of course, decide to
stay. He recalled a Season 2 epi-
sode, dirccted by showrunner Da-
vid Shore (“House"), that included
this scene where 1 literally cried
for 12 straight hours. ... He cured
me of being sad and crying all
the time. And so0 here 1 am, sev-
en seasons later. ... But obviously,
I'm still crying.”
Seems like bringing Lee to
tears isn’t all that difficult

The end is near

“The Good Doctor” airs its
third-to-last episode on Tue:
day (9 p.m., ABC/Channel 4);
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penultimate episode on Tuesday,
May 14; and the series finale is
scl h«-dul( °d to air Tuesday, May 21
Shaun's
a) said she was “really
y goodbye to people that
you've built a life with for the past
" Executive produc-
sunn said she ¢ n(‘d when
she learned of the cancellation,
but, at the same time, “You feel
so grateful for getting seven sea-
sons. It's definitely bittersweet.”
Shore and Friedman clearly
idn't want to talk about the
cellation. Shore eventually said,
“Years ago, uhm I was dmn;z an-
other show,

said, ‘Ye
exactly how this show will end.
One day, 1 will get a phone call
from the network telling me the

SCOTT D.
PIERCE

On Television

show is ending.™

Which is the way most TV
shows end. Including “The Good
Doctor.” The good news is that
that news came before work be-
gan on the seventh and final sea-
son, s0 e been lucky enough
to be able to plan the ending we
want to do,” Shore said. Fried-
man added that the writers came
up with “a great finale” that will
be “something that we think the
fans will love.”

The bad news is that they were
given only 10 episodes to wrap
things up, far short of the 18-22
in previous seasons — a situa-
tion Shore called "unfortunate.”
That's partly due to the actors’
and writers’ strikes that short-
ened the current TV season by
months. But 10 is short — maybe
13 would've been expected,

The worse news is that “The
Good Doctor” is as good as it's
ever been. It's not running on
fumes, its powering through to
its final episode.

The show has changed over
the years — both because Shaun
(Freddie Highmore) went from
being a naive intern to a confi-
dent surgeon, got married and be-

came a father, and because it be-

came more of an ensemble drama
with storylines that didn't include
Shaun at all.

Both Shore and Friedman said
they are “sad” about the show
ending. And Friedman said that
she imagines “Shaun’s going to
continue his adventures without
me. ... He's still going to be out
there in the world. But there's al-
ways more stories, I think, when
you have a great character ... but
we'll find a way to give him a great
ending
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CATS' ANYTHING GOES
GUYS AND DOLLS | LITTLE SHOP OF HORRORS
GIANNI SCHICCH & BUOSO'S GHOST
PLUS CONCERTS =
THE PIANISTS! | MICHAEL BALLAM VOCAL COMPETITION
VERDI REQUIEM | GALAXY OF STARS AND MORE!




